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Sikhs in 1709. The Sikhs were a religious sect the
founder of whose religion \vas Nanak Shah, who was
born at Lahore in 1469. He recognised no distinction
of caste, preached universal toleration and the unity
of the godhead, and the necessity for a blameless life.
He held that forms were immaterial and that all true
worship was acceptable to God. Ten successors, ending
with Guru Govind Sing, brought the line down to the
date of their persecution by the successors of Aarangzeb.
Immediately after the death of the great Akbar, how-
ever, the Muhammadan oppressions had commenced,
and in 1675 the Guru Govind formed his followers into
a religious and military commonwealth, each member
of which was to be a soldier, always to wear, as the
Sikhs do to this day, cold steel in some form or other
about his person, and never on any pretext to shave.
The Sikhs revere the Brahmans and forbid the slaughter
of kine, and so far follow the law of Hinduism, but in
what else they have abjured and adopted, they so differ
from the Hindus as to have acquired a distinct national
character. The intermittent persecution they underwent
gave a more strongly fanatic cast to their character, and
at last this spirit broke forth under a chief called Bandu.
They rebelled in the Punjab, destroyed mosques, slew
priests, sacked towns and massacred their inhabitants,
so that it became necessary for Bahadur Shah to pro-
ceed against them in person. He drove them into the
hill country and imposed a temporary check upon their
aggressions, when in 1712 his short reign of five years
was ended by his death. He had been the contempo-
rary of Queen Anne, who survived him, however, by two
years.
After the usual struggle, his eldest son, Jahandar Shah,
succeeded to the throne by the help of Zalfikar Khan,
whom he appointed his Minister. He was a profligate